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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bright sunny day at last in Melbourne, on Saturday, 8th October, enabled the season to get 
under way.  But what a change was the following day!  Let us hope for more of Saturday, the 8th 
as the season progresses. 

The front-cover feature for this issue, is typical of what you can expect for the Annual Cup-Day 
BBQ, so why not come along, bring your family members and enjoy “The Race that Stops the 
Nation” in a friendly atmosphere.  See page 15 of this issue for details.   

Again this year our President and Vice-President will alternate to produce their specific column 
and this month it is the turn of the VP.  As usual, the Umpiring Manager has offered some thought-
provoking remarks, this time on the issue of Decision Making, as an Umpire, of course. 

I am pleased to be able to begin introductions to our new Panel Members, and for this issue five of 
the ten “new recruits” for this season have submitted their brief “Bios” which I hope you will find of 
interest.  I should like to encourage the remaining new Panel Members to “put pen to paper” or 
“fingers to the keyboard” and send me some text and a picture, so that all readers of “Law 43” can 
learn something about each of you.  (My email address:  trevorf@unimelb.edu.au) 

You will then find four articles from recent issues of Playing the Game, a regular Newsletter 
containing interesting aspects related to cricket, which is sent to me.  While some such articles 
relate to conditions in English cricket, I attempt to pick out news which could be equally relevant 
here in Melbourne. 

An interesting item from the first Premier match of one of our new Panel Members has been 
summarised under the title of “What would be Your Decision?”  I wonder if you agree with the 
decision taken at the time? 

For the column, “Planning for the 2017 Crockett Shield – The Mission Continues” in this issue, 
Easter 2017 Co-ordinator, Gerry Schembri, has summarised the details for the forthcoming Easter 
Exchange with SACUSA, to the extent which they are known at present.  Any questions you have 
about this event should be addressed to Gerry, who has provided his contacting details in this 
summary. 

This month’s “Macca’s Book Review” column features Alan’s comments on “The Art of Cricket”, 
that much used publication by The Don.  The invitation to other book readers to contribute to this 
column is ongoing, as is my request for interesting tales from Premier matches in which you 
officiate.  I cannot believe that Premier cricket matches are so boring, that there is nothing 
happening in them that is worth writing about! 

  Trevor Finlayson 

----------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:trevorf@unimelb.edu.au
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – VICE-PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

 

Continuing on from last year’s practice, the monthly President’s report 

will again be shared between myself and VCAUSA President, Alan 
McCarthy. 

I should firstly like to acknowledge my fellow VCAUSA committee 

members for again putting themselves forward to represent the 
Association in season 2016-17. Each elected individual has a role to play and a 

diverse range of ideas and views is healthy for any organisation.  

Our first social event for this season is the traditional Melbourne Cup Day BBQ that 
started many years ago when Cricket Victoria ceased scheduling games on that “one 

day in November.” This year, we will be holding the event at Northcote Cricket Club 
as our usual venue at Carlton was unable to accommodate us for a variety of reasons. 

My thanks go to the Northcote General Manager, Shaun Hunt and long serving 
Northcote Club Scorer and VCAUSA member, Shane Herbert, for their help enabling 

us to secure the venue. I look forward to meeting all the regular attendees and hope 

to see many new faces at the home of the “Dragons” on Tuesday, 1st November. 

The next Easter Exchange is to be held in Adelaide over the period 14th to 17th April, 

2017 and expressions of interest from members thinking about attending Easter are 
currently being sought. We hope that many of our members together with their 

partners and families are able to make the journey across the border so that a strong 

Victorian presence is evidenced. Once your expression of interest is received, we will 
be keeping you informed with regular updates as information is progressively 

received from our SACUSA friends.  

In the lead up to the Easter Crockett Shield cricket match the VCAUSA will again be 

involved in several social cricket matches. The first of these matches will take place 

on Sunday, 20th November against the Australian Cricket Society Wandering XI and 
interested players are invited to contact our match organisers, Tony Ventura or Rob 

Sturgeon. 

Turning to the current schedule of cricket in Victoria, it was disappointing to learn that 

Round 1 was cancelled with the weather emerging as the only winner at the start of 

the season. Spring rains in Victoria this year are at near record levels so I imagine the 
job of club curators and ground staff will be especially difficult over the next few 

weekends. Any support and encouragement that we umpires and scorers can offer to 
curators to make their job easier would therefore be warmly welcomed. As you know 

it takes a team of people all with different skills to work together so that we can all 
enjoy a game of cricket.  

Best of luck to you all for the coming season. 

 
Gerry Schembri 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 

What is Your Decision Making? 
Decision-making is the key component of an umpire’s job. Officiating is all 
about making decisions. That’s arguably the one and only reason why they 
give us remuneration for officiating. Sometimes, in the process of decision-
making, we eliminate alternatives that may actually be better than the one we 
ultimately choose. That is one reason why officiating is so difficult - truly 

effective decision-making requires a considerable amount of data analysis, listening and reflection. 
We’re expected to decide sometimes hundreds of times during the course of a game, and we have 
to do it now! 

Granted, most officiating decisions are simply a choice of a decision or no decision, but that 
doesn’t make the decision any easier when it’s a controversial moment and you’re trying to replay 
in your mind what you saw in order to come to the correct decision, while everyone involved, 
waits. Two seconds can seem like two weeks while you analyse and reflect on what has 
happened. 

That’s why you must be more than a decision maker; you need to be decisive. It’s the ability to 
make the decision, sell the decision and engender a confidence in your ability as an official from 
all those involved in the game - players, coaches, spectators and your fellow officials. All that must 
be accomplished in a mere moment of time.  

The problem with decisiveness is that you are not born with it. It doesn’t come in the rulebook or 
with your new uniform. It is the result of a concerted effort on your part to improve in nearly every 
aspect of your game as an umpire. It comes with experience, but not automatically. You must 
strive for it. But once you have it, chances are you’ll be considered one of the top umpires in your 
competition. 

The Components of Decisiveness 

Decisiveness in officiating is basically being sure of what you decide and selling your decision. If 
you’re confident in your call, the coaches have more confidence in you; your partners have more 
confidence in you. They’re going to trust you, and that is a leadership quality essential to superior 
officiating performance. Officiating is more of a reaction process than a thought process. 
Officiating decisiveness is instinctual because of the immediacy required in a game. 

Decisiveness in any discipline has four components: 
1. Speed — the time it takes to make a decision  
2. Importance — the nature of what is being decided upon  
3. Commitment — to carry out the decisions, no matter how difficult  
4. Rightness — the correctness of the decision 

 

Certainly each element has a parallel in officiating. Speed is important. You never want to rush a 
call, but there is that fine line between pausing to make sure of what you saw and taking a split 
second too long. All of the calls you make in a game are important to you, the players, coach and 
the spectators. To be recognised as a top official requires strength of your convictions. Make a 
decision and stand by it. Finally, the cliché is that officiating is the one avocation where you are 
expected to start out perfect and improve from there. Being right? It’s everything for an official! 
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Make Better Decisions 

Effective decision-making is the process of identifying potential infractions and then taking action. 
The three main stages of the decision-making process are: clarifying what the decision is, 
assessing exactly what is involved and utilising all the necessary resources including rule 
knowledge, techniques and experience.  

Being decisive does not come naturally for most people. Often, the major hindrance to 
decisiveness is, fear of failure. Certainly, there isn’t an official out there who doesn’t want to call a 
perfect game every time, but the reality is that it rarely – if ever – happens. Another hindrance to 
decisiveness is that many people see conflicts as bad, and have trouble being decisive because 
they fear their decision will lead to confrontations. Umpires are better when they show 
commitment, courage and confidence. A fearless official is dangerous; an official who has 
mastered his or her fear through confidence can be decisive. Without question, the best officials at 
every level are decisive. What areas of our game can we work on to improve our decisiveness?  

Laws and Rules Knowledge - The first element to developing the confidence necessary to 
becoming a decisive official is rules knowledge, yet often it is dismissed as a given, something too 
rudimentary to give much more than a passing thought. You have to have a complete and 
thorough understanding of the laws and rules and how to apply the intent of the rules to the game. 
There’s just no excuse for not knowing the rulebook. There is nothing worse than going in and 
thinking you know what the rule is and being wrong. Essentially, that is false confidence, flying in 
the face of the notion that rightness is one of the four key components of decisiveness.  

Techniques and Positioning - An umpire could be a walking encyclopaedia when it comes to the 
rulebook, but that isn’t a guarantee that he or she will know what to do once the game starts. Good 
techniques go hand-in-hand with rules knowledge. Being in the right place at the right time will 
help you sell any decision. If you are there, captains and players will accept almost any call. The 
mechanics of selling the decision is important for appearing decisive. You have to look like you 
know what you’re doing, and that includes being in position and signalling confidently.  

Experience - Oscar Wilde once said, “Experience is the name everyone gives their mistakes.” 
Nowhere is that more true than in officiating. Learn everything you can, watch as much of your 
sport as you can, officiate as much as you can.  Learning from your mistakes, that’s a necessary 
step toward becoming decisive. The more experiences you have the more you learn.  

Continued Learning - Do you ever get good enough to stop learning? Umpires learn by mistakes. 
We need to acknowledge errors, identify the possible causes, and establish ways of avoiding 
repeating them. Seek as much information and help from others as you can. Talking game 
situations over with new officials who have questions often helps veteran officials at least as much 
as the newer official.  

Risks and Rewards - Success often comes through what could be considered failures or 
mistakes. Every successful official has made bad calls and poor decisions at one time or another. 
Officials must strive to make the right calls at the right time with confidence and integrity, and 
make decisions that you take responsibility for and can support publicly. But don’t let the fear of 
failure keep you from taking decision-making risks. 

What does being decisive mean to you? Certainly your games will go better: Captains, coaches 
and players will accept your calls most of the time, you’ll suddenly start to have an easier time of 
things out there, but you’ll also quietly be developing something much more important to any 
official - a good reputation. Captains, Coaches and players all want to believe that their game is in 
the hands of one of the most competent officials in the competition. Want to be one of those 
officials? Be more decisive.  

(cont’d on page 9) 
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MEET THE NEW PANEL MEMBERS 

William Downey:  What can I say....Being originally from Melbourne the 
family got the opportunity to move to Botswana, smack bang in the middle of 
Southern Africa, with me at the age of nine.  I am 32, I have a partner, Garren, 
we have two cats and approximately 15 small fish. 

Being involved in sports from a young age and through high school, I was 
more involved with Golf and Swimming, with Golf being a number one 
passion.  I always had a keen interest in Cricket with a lot of friends who were 
involved and also was a member at the Gaborone Cricket Club which was a 

main hub for ex-pat gatherings.  I was presented with an opportunity to umpire with a teacher from 
school for a match.  She was a keen umpire, fantastic scorer, and had a passion for the game and 
I was hooked from then on.  Soon I was recognised by the club and became part of their Umpire 
Panel.  It was and still is, one of the most fascinating games to be a part of. 

After moving back to Melbourne 10 years later, I was eager to continue on as I was going through 
school over here and became a part of ECA for a too brief moment but had to put work on the 
priority list.  Low and behold far too many years have passed.  The great calling to come back to 
the game was getting strong.  I drove past games in progress, enviously looking on at the persons 
in the white brimmed hats as they were signalling to the scorers.  Going to games at “The G” with 
a friend and saying “I used to umpire” - I just had to find a way to get back into it again.       

Got put in through North West and spent a season of fantastic awakening and some really 
fantastic brains to suck on, with the likes of Guru Darrel Holt, Eric Kelly and Allan Taylor, to name a 
few.  My fire was reignited.   

Night classes were another great eye opener and experience and I was able to meet new 
sagacious  minds of the game, again an inspiration.  I was happy in the knowledge after going 
through the exams that I was still filled with juicy information for the next season, CV or not.  I 
cannot begin to tell you how excited I, family and friends were when the news came that I was 
successfully a CV umpire.   

I am very honoured and grateful to become part of the team.  This game has many areas that 
require passion.  Some spend it in bowling, others in batting.  Where we put it all in how the bloody 
hell is the game supposed to be played.  Thank you! 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

Mark Malmberg:  Cricket has always been the number one sport in my life, 
right back to the days when I’d take time off school to watch my heros in the 
80s and keep score in front of the TV.  I played my cricket, keeping wicket, in 
the old EBKCA then VTCA with Westmeadows, with a stint in the middle at 
Broadmeadows in Subbies.  There were also a few seasons in the UK thrown 
in for good measure.  

I started as a club umpire in the VTCA and made the move to Sub-District 
after a conversation with Paul Jensen whose support has been invaluable 
over the past few years. 

Outside of cricket I’m a keen traveler and love to get off the beaten path.  Over the past few years 
I’ve travelled by bus, walked or hitch-hiked from LA to Bogota and done similar trips throughout 
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the Middle East, along with a load more sane adventures.  I’m a keen Scuba Diver and these days 
much of my free time is spent searching for a new wreck to explore or an island with a good 
balance of night-life and decent diving. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

Nicholas (Nick) Frampton:  To some of you my face may seem familiar.  
That is because I first joined the panel in Season 2004/05 at the ripe old age 
of 23; under the guidance of Messrs Stratford and Parry.  One can only 
assume that it was my age that qualified me for selection, for at that time I had 
no umpiring experience to speak of.  Over the next five seasons I went on to 
rack up 71 matches to my name, before a work promotion saw me transfer to 
Warrnambool for the next seven years. 

Whilst in Warrnambool I continued my umpiring career; notching up a further 
158 matches locally and numerous other matches including the CA Under 18 

Female Championships and the Australian Country Cricket Championships on two occasions.  I 
also served as a Director of the Warrnambool & District Cricket Association for five years; three 
and a half of those as Chairman.  During that time I oversaw the introduction of an Umpiring 
Academy; a program set-up to combat falling umpiring numbers and to address the lack of 
education and training provided.  The program was highly successful, seeing 11 umpires complete 
their accreditation in the first 18 months.  As a result, matches in all grades were covered by an 
umpire and 1st XI matches had two match officials on most days. 

The completion of my Masters Degree in Education Leadership and Administration, and my desire 
to avail myself of further promotion opportunities, saw me return to Melbourne at the beginning of 
the year.  Needless to say, the opportunity to again be involved in cricket at the highest level was 
also an incentive to return to the big smoke. 

In my ‘other life’ I am currently Head of Music at Aitken College in Greenvale.  I have been 
teaching classroom music for 13 years and work with students in Years 7-12. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

Paul Welbourn:    I have just recently relocated here to Melbourne from 
Adelaide, where, as a member of SACUSA, I was heavily involved in cricket 
umpiring.  I was fortunate enough to have had a taste of 1st grade men’s and 
women’s in Adelaide over the last couple of seasons and was also lucky 
enough to have been selected to travel to Ballarat for the U-18 Girls’ 
Nationals.  It was there I met Nick Frampton, Stephen Pitts, Alan Lee and 
“Whisky” (John Walker). 

Over the course of my 40-odd years on this planet I have always been 
involved in cricket as a player and only moved into umpiring back in Adelaide at the start of the 
2009/2010 season.  Also I was able to play in the last two Crockett Shield matches and vividly 
remember being clean bowled by Stephen Brne last time we played over here in Melbourne.  
Hopefully I can continue being involved next Easter in Adelaide, with luck permitting as a player . 

Away from cricket I enjoy travelling the world, following Hawthorn in the AFL and Southampton in 
the Premier League.  I also am involved in basketball refereeing at Waverley Basketball 
Association as I currently reside in Mt Waverley.  My parents live in Horsham and my brother splits 
his time between Melbourne and Sydney for work. 
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In terms of what I hope to achieve out of this season, I hope to enjoy my umpiring, get to know as 
many of my fellow umpires as possible, join in most of the social activities being organised by the 
association and (hopefully) do a good job with my umpiring. 

Please feel free to come up and chat to me during the season, even though I am a Hawks 
supporter! 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Sydney Sykstus:  A big believer in the game is bigger than individuals.  One 
should not criticise without providing a solution, hence my involvement with 
umpiring cricket. 

Before being appointed to the Cricket Victoria panel this year, I umpired in the 
Geelong Cricket Association under the guidance of Daryl Cox and Bill 
Sheahan. 

Passionate about sport and its possibilities, sport provides myself and family 
with a sense of belonging to our sporting community here in Geelong.  Two years ago, I 
commenced doing a Bachelor of Sports Management whereby I can contribute back to sport 
whether it be in development or administration. 

Married to Charlene in 2004, with two children - Kyle a very keen cricketer, footy and golfer and 
Sian a keen netballer.  The talk within our household is sport and where we can contribute to the 
growth thereof. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

From the Desk of the Umpiring Manager (cont’d from page 6) 

Coaches need officials to be decisive, and when they see an official who shows confidence 
without arrogance they feel more comfortable with that official. All around the country, the officials 
who are the most respected are the ones who are the most decisive. Another benefit to increasing 
your decisiveness is that you will likely be perceived as a leader. You cannot think you can be a 
leader without being decisive. It is probably the most important element in leadership. You have to 
want to be a leader; it isn’t just given to you.  

Decisiveness is one of those intangibles in officiating that can make or break you in so many 
ways: having your calls accepted, getting the big games, moving up, earning you a good 
reputation and identifying you as a leader. The good news is: You can work on it. As you do, you’ll 
notice things changing for the better. To be decisive, you have to be a decision maker, a risk taker 
and a long term student of the game. Then you’ll be super-efficient and successful in officiating. 

Excerpts taken from “Make The Call” by Dave Sabaini in The Referee Magazine - February 2003 
Contributors: 

 Steve Newman, USA football referee 

 Pat Smith, USA soccer referee 

 John Cahill, USA basketball referee 

 Tom Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald Associates consulting firm 

 Jerry Markbreit, USA football referee 

 Mike Sanzere, USA basketball referee 

Richard Patterson 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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SIXTH UK PCA ‘UMPIRE OF THE YEAR’ AWARD FOR GOUGH 
 

Former first-class player, Michael Gough, now a prospective candidate for a spot on the 
International Cricket Council’s (ICC) Elite Umpires’ Panel later this decade, has been named the 
UK Professional Cricket Association’s (PCA) ‘Umpire of the Year’ for the sixth year in a row, an 
extraordinary achievement given he is one of 25 first-class umpires on the county circuit.  He was 
again named as the winner of the 'Harold Goldblatt Award’ at the PCA's 2016 awards ceremony in 
London on Tuesday. 

Gough, 36, started playing cricket at the Durham County Cricket Academy at the age of twelve, 
before going on to play for England Under-19s as captain and with the England A side on a 1999 
tour to New Zealand and Bangladesh.  He retired from first-class cricket aged just twenty-three 
at the end of the 2003 northern summer, and stood in his first game at that level two-and-a-half 
years later. 

Appointed to the England and Wales Cricket Board’s Umpire Reserve List at the age of 27 in 
2006, then in late 2008 to its Full List, his rapid rise continuing when in 2012 he became a third 
umpire member of the ICC’s second-tier International Umpires Panel, then an on-field member in 
late 2013.  Gough stood at Test level for the first time in July, 2016, and is scheduled to do so 
again in New Zealand in a few months.  During the just completed 2016 County season he was on 
the field or in the television spot in a total of 8 first-class, 14 List A,  9 of which were One-Day 
Internationals, and 16 Twenty20 games, 9 being Twenty20 Internationals. 

The PCA’s ‘Umpire of the Year’ award is named for Harold Goldblatt, a chartered accountant who 
assisted with the establishment of the PCA three decades ago, in particular negotiating players' 
minimum wage, and their standard contract and insurance cover.  The PCA does not say what 
system it uses, or who is involved, in determining the winner of its umpire award each year. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1934-9719, 28th September, 2016) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

CA NAMES OFFICIALS FOR DOMESTIC LIST A SERIES 
 
Over the coming weeks, eleven scorers from three states will record the details, and five match 
referees oversee matches that involve a total of 18 umpires, in the 21-match ‘group stage’ of 
Cricket Australia’s (CA) 2016-17 domestic List A series, according to match officials data released 
by CA earlier this week.   

The 15 group games scheduled for the Sydney area will utilise the services of six scorers, 
Christine Bennison, Toni Lorraine, Darren Mattison, Robyn Sanday, Kay Wilcoxon and Ian Wright, 
the three Brisbane fixtures three, Gail Cartwright, Cliff Howard and Doug O’Neill, while in Perth the 
details of all five games will be recorded by Lance Catchpole and Sandy Wheeler. 

Five of CA's six senior match referees, Stephen Bernard in Perth, Peter Marshall in Brisbane and 
Sydney, and Daryl Harper, Bob Stratford and David Talalla also in Sydney, will provide overall 
management support.  Umpire appointments have gone the way suggested by several reports last 
week, all twelve members of CA’s National Umpires Panel and two from its second-tier 
Development Panel (DP) standing in games. Four other DP members will be limited to either three 
or four reserve umpire positions.  

(from Playing the Game, No. 1934-9722, 29th September, 2016) 
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WITHOUT CITY T20, ENGLISH FOUR-DAY GAME WILL 

‘PERISH’ 
Rod Bransgrove, the chairman of Hampshire, has warned that traditional four-day cricket will 
“perish” unless the game adopts a new, city-based Twenty20 competition.  Bransgrove made 
public a 1,200-word statement he sent to Hampshire members during which he makes a strong 
case for English cricket to vote through drastic change over the coming months. 

Hampshire are at the forefront of the city Twenty20 revolution and for years Bransgrove has 
supported its formation, a stance that led him into conflict with the England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) and previous chairman, Giles Clarke.  But with Colin Graves, the current chairman, a 
strong supporter of the idea and Tom Harrison, the Board’s chief executive, putting the 
final touches to his vision for a city Twenty20 tournament, Bransgrove has now found himself 
welcome back on the inside. 

Last month the 18 county chairmen and the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) met to approve the 
ECB’s plan for a Twenty20 tournament featuring eight teams. The informal vote gave the board 
the go-ahead to add further detail which will be presented to the counties in October before going 
to the ECB’s executive board for approval. 

If the ECB’s forecasts are correct, Counties are set to benefit to the tune of £UK1.3-1.5 million 
($A2.2-2.5 m) per year from the new competition. But it still faces opposition from county members 
who fear for the future of the championship, which proved with its thrilling finale last week that it 
remains a relevant competition in the rush to cash in on Twenty20. Surrey, Essex and Somerset 
have made the current ECB T20 series work financially while non-Test match grounds fear being 
sidelined.  Hampshire have struggled to make the current T20 competition work and ticket sales at 
the Ageas Bowl have been poor. Warwickshire, Lancashire and Glamorgan are other Test match 
ground counties who also believe change is necessary to reinvent Twenty20 along the lines of the 
Big Bash League in Australia to bring in new supporters. 

The ECB’s recent research showed that only two per cent of children aged seven-to-15 ranked 
cricket as their favourite sport. More were able to recognise WWE wrestler John Cena than 
Alastair Cook.  “All is certainly not lost and the ECB’s own research suggests that some 9.9 million 
people in the UK profess some interest in cricket. Of this huge number, only 75,000 or so have 
been attracted to join one of the 18 first-class counties as a member”, said Bransgrove.  

He continued by saying: “Most opponents [to city-based T20] are well-intentioned people who 
simply enjoy attending long-form cricket and enjoy the skills and durability required for this game. 
To them I can only stress that this is a format which does not accord with modern-day life and is 
not attracting new spectators. Without significant new funds this will perish altogether”. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1936-9728, 1st October, 2016) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

CA SETS OUT ‘CONCUSSION SUBSTITUTE’ REQUIREMENTS 
 

Players or umpires who are formally diagnosed by medical personnel as having been concussed 
as a result of an incident in any of Cricket Australia’s (CA) non-first-class domestic matches during 
the 2016-17 austral summer, can be replaced by a ‘Concussion Substitute’.   Details of the 
arrangements that will apply are contained in CA Playing Conditions for the season ahead which 
were posted on line on Saturday around the same time CA’s 23-match domestic 50 over series 
got underway. 

https://owa.unimelb.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=Uk8NauvsDPoEQFtu60cxZKjhgyYdUCdb_BNqYi7UkE4l-8sNquzTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cricketaustralia.com.au%2fcricket%2frules-and-regulations
https://owa.unimelb.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=Uk8NauvsDPoEQFtu60cxZKjhgyYdUCdb_BNqYi7UkE4l-8sNquzTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cricketaustralia.com.au%2fcricket%2frules-and-regulations
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CA requires that should someone on the field suffer a "head trauma”, play shall cease immediately 
and the "highest qualified medical personnel" available can enter the playing area and are able at 
their "absolute discretion" to conduct an initial assessment for the presence of concussion 
symptoms and signs.  A maximum of five minutes is be allowed for the initial assessment on the 
field of play. 

A batsman who is as a result of that examination instructed to leave the field will be deemed to 
have retired ’not out’ and if no concussion is subsequently diagnosed they can resume their 
innings at the fall of a wicket in the normal manner.  A fielder or umpire who is required to leave 
the field of play for such reasons can similarly return should they be appropriately cleared.  In the 
latter case normal mid-match umpire replacement requirements apply whereby the other umpire 
stands at both ends and an appropriately qualified person is brought in a square leg. 

However, should medical personnel determine as a result of initial or subsequent examination off-
field that concussion is the diagnosis, they are required to formally, as soon as possible after 
providing oral advice, notify the match referee “in writing” of their findings.  The 'Concussion 
Substitute’ cannot be activated without that formal notification.   

There is no obligation for a team to immediately or subsequently activate a 'Concussion Substitute’ 
but if they do, they need to nominate "a like-player" to the opposing team captain, or coach if 
the opposing team captain is on the field of play, for approval, "which must not be 
unreasonably withheld”.  Where approval is not provided by the opposing captain, the match 
referee will make the final determination "in consultation with Cricket Australia”. 

Once approved, the ‘Concussion Substitute’ may immediately participate in the match as a 
complete replacement player for the Concussed Player.  CA says, "To be clear, the ‘Concussion 
Substitute’ is able to bat, bowl or field as though he was a member of the starting 11”.  Once 
replaced by a ‘Concussion Substitute’, a concussed player may take no further part in the match 
concerned.  There is no maximum number of ‘Concussion Substitutes’ that will be available in a 
particular match.  

(from Playing the Game, No. 1936-9734, 1st October, 2016) 

------------------------------------------------------- 

What would be Your Decision? 

Imagine you are umpiring a one-day match.  You have just called a front-foot no-ball and you have 
signaled a free hit.  There was no run taken from the no-ball delivery so the same batsman is on 
strike for the free hit.  The bowler informs you that he is going to change his action from right-arm-
over-the-wicket to right-arm-round-the-wicket for the free-hit delivery.  Should you allow him to do 
so and if so, why? 

Such a decision confronted one of our new panel members in his first Premier match and he 
allowed the bowler to change his action. 

Shortly after, a wicket fell and when we came together we discussed whether or not the right 
decision had been made.  The question we considered was, “Is the bowler a fielder and therefore 
is he changing his effective fielding position by changing from over-the-wicket to around-the-
wicket?” 

In the event that you will be faced with the same question in the future, and although nothing is 
mentioned about this situation in Rule 18, it is reported “on good authority” that our new Panel 
Member made the correct decision. 

 Ed. 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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PLANNING FOR THE 2017 CROCKETT SHIELD – THE MISSION 

CONTINUES 

 

VCAUSA / SACUSA Easter Exchange – 2017 
 

 Expression of Interest  
 

ADELAIDE - Friday 14th April to Monday 17th April 2017 
 

Easter preparations are underway and the VCAUSA committee of management are 

seeking expressions of interest from members for early planning purposes. 
 

Respondents will be kept informed of all Easter developments and updates as they 
occur. 

 

Anyone thinking about attending Easter either as a player or general participant is 
asked to let Gerry Schembri know their name and contact details. 

 
A brief outline of the Easter programme is as follows: 

 
Friday Evening 14th April 2017:  Welcome Dinner 

 

Saturday 15th April 2017:  Crockett Shield Cricket Match & Lunch 

 

Saturday Evening 15th April 2017:  Celebration Dinner 

 

Sunday 16th April 2017:  Family Day Event 

 

Monday 17th April 2017:  Farewell Breakfast 

 

 

SACUSA have already announced the chosen accommodation and functions venue as 
the Grand Chancellor, Hindley Street, located in the heart of Adelaide.  

 

Please send your expression of interest together with your name and contact details 

directly to our Easter convenor: 

 

Gerry Schembri 

PO Box 1284, Mountain Gate VIC 3156 

98018708 or 0409 817 719 

gerry.schembri@gmail.com 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 

The Art of Cricket -  Sir Donald Bradman (Hodder and Stoughton, Sydney, 1958) 11th Edition 
(Imprint, Sydney, 1998) ISBN 1 875892 54 0 

After writing “How to play cricket” in 1934, the Don waited until after retirement to “put on paper my 
theories about how the game should be played…”  He analysed everything from equipment, 
batting, bowling, fielding, captaincy and selection, to umpiring.  The use of photographs and 
anecdotes about the game’s greatest players across the generations makes this much more than 
a textbook on technique.  Bradman was not afraid to air his views and take exception to the 
establishment’s opinions.  He pointed out that Australian players were less likely to have received 
individual coaching as juniors, unlike English and South African players, therefore Australians 
retained a more natural and creative technique.  Had Jeff Thomson been English, it is likely his 
action would have been “adjusted” by a coach long before he played First-Class cricket. 

Bradman recounted experiments on his eyesight by Adelaide University to prove the theory that 
his exceptional eyesight was the reason for his remarkable batting.  All they found out was that his 
reaction time was slightly slower than that of the average university student.  Bradman firmly 
believed that batsmen who lifted their bat into the air in preparation to receive the ball were at a 
disadvantage.  He considered it “negative and defensive” and inhibited “versatility and mobility in 
attack”.  It is interesting to see pictures and descriptions of the techniques of W.G. Grace, Jack 
Hobbs, Dennis Compton, Len Hutton and Frank Worrell.   

Of the bowlers, Bradman analysed Frank Tyson, Jim Laker, Wes Hall and Dennis Lillee.  As for 
‘keepers, he wrote that Jack Blackham was the first to keep up to the stumps for every bowler, 
including Fred “the demon” Spofforth.  Bradman credits Hanson Carter, Australia’s wicketkeeper 
from 1907 to 1921, as the first to squat behind the stumps. 

The changes to the LBW rule over the years captured Bradman’s attention.  He cited it as the 
most controversial rule in cricket and one that was only introduced in 1774 to stop batsmen 
deliberately preventing the ball hitting the wicket by using their pads if the ball pitched between 
wicket and wicket.  He considered that only the umpire had the best view of where the ball pitched 
in order to make a decision.  Neither batsman nor bowler could ever prove their case if they 
disagreed with the umpire’s verdict because it is a matter for the judgement of one person alone.  
Bradman had the “most profound admiration” for umpires standing all day, concentrating on every 
ball and waiting for a storm of controversy from either side based on a “wrong” decision in the view 
of one side or the other. 

His chapter charting the development of the game from its obscure origins in the 1300s and the 
framing of the first rules in 1744, refers to the removal of the “popping hole” between the stumps, 
where the ball had to be placed to run out a batsman, which then required the introduction of the 
popping crease and middle stump.  Bradman’s greatest concern was the dearth of slow leg-
spinners.  Enter Shane Warne to reinvigorate the art. 

Alan McCarthy 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2016-17, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 

Tuesday, 1 November, 
12:00 noon 

Cup Day BBQ Northcote CC, Bill Lawry Oval 
(See details enclosed) 

Tuesday, 15 November, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Agora Theatre, La Trobe 
University, Bundoora 

Sunday, 20 November, 
10:30 am 

Social Cricket Match vs 
ACS 

Ground TBC 

Tuesday, 6 December, 
7:00 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Trevor Finlayson’s home 

Tuesday, 13 December, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Agora Theatre, La Trobe 
University, Bundoora 

Tuesday, 10 January, 7:00 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Alan McCarthy’s home 

February, (Date TBC) CV T&D Venue TBC 

Tuesday, 14 February, 
7:00 pm (Valentines’ Day) 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting John Collins’ home 

Sunday, 5 March, 10:30 
am 

Social Cricket Match vs 
Waverley CC Vets 

Ground TBC 

Tuesday, 7 March, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV, Jolimont 

Tuesday, 14 March, 7:00 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Gerry Schembri’s home 

Friday, 14 – Monday, 17 
April, 2017  

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event in Adelaide 

Including Crockett Shield 
Match, Saturday, 15 April, 2017 

Friday, 19 May, 7:00 pm VCAUSA Presentation 
Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen 

 
 
 

An Ideal Gift for You or Your Friends 
 
The VCAUSA has recently purchased a stock of embroidered, new 
style, polo shirts.  Made from 100% lightweight polyester, they are 
now available for purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL.  The 
member cost is only $35.  Anyone interested should contact Glenn 
Cumming (glenn.cumming@gmail.com) while stocks are still 
available. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:glenn.cumming@gmail.com

